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It is recognised and accepted that ‘No Advance Notice’ testing out-of-competition is at the core of 
effective doping control in sport, and without accurate information as to an individual’s whereabouts, 
testing of this nature can be inefficient and often impossible. 
 

As a result, pursuant to Articles 5.3.2.1 & 5.3.3 of the ICC’s Anti-Doping Code (the “ICC Code”), the ICC 
is required to establish two pools of players who will be required to file certain information about their 
whereabouts from time to time: (a) the International Registered Testing Pool (“IRTP”), and the National 
Player Pool (“NPP”) respectively. Each pool has specific criteria based on which player(s) qualify for 
inclusion. A summary of the IRTP and NPP selection criteria is described in this document. 
 
It is important to note that this does not mean that those players who have not been selected in either the 
NPP or IRTP are not subject to out-of-competition testing.  All players that are subject to the ICC Code 
may be required to submit to out-of-competition testing at all times. However, only players in the NPP or 
IRTP have to provide the whereabouts information detailed in the ICC Code. 
 
 

NPP Selection Criteria  
 
The NPP is made up of those players meeting the criteria described below. Any player selected in the 
NPP will be notified of their inclusion by the ICC and will thereafter be required to comply with the cricket 
information filing requirements as set out in the ICC Anti-Doping Code: Whereabouts Requirements for 
Out-of-Competition Testing, including in relation to the filing of accurate and complete information about 
all cricket activities so that he/she can be located for testing during the relevant period.  All players 
selected in the ICC NPP will remain in the pool unless and until notified otherwise by the ICC. ICC will 
review the players in the NPP every six months and will review the selection criteria on a regular basis to 
ensure that it remains fit for purpose.  
 
 

1A. Inclusion in the NPP 
 
The ICC will review the membership of the NPP every six months, to ensure that all Players who 
meet the following criteria are included in the NPP: 

 
(a) Eleven (11) male players will be in the NPP from each of the top eight (8) ranked National 

Cricket Federations (NCFs) in the ICC’s official men’s One Day International rankings as 
at each ‘NPP Review Date’ selected in the following order: 

 
(1) the wicket-keeper who has played the most One Day International Matches for that 

team in the twelve months prior to the NPP Review Date in question; 
(2) the five highest-ranked bowlers in that team (as determined by the ICC’s official 

individual ODI Match rankings) as at the NPP Review Date in question; and 
(3) the five highest-ranked batsmen in that team (as determined by the ICC’s official 

individual ODI Match rankings) as at the NPP Review Date in question. 

 

IRTP & NPP SELECTION CRITERIA 
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(b) Where a Player who falls into one of the above categories has either (a) already qualified 

for inclusion in an earlier category, (b) not played in any International Match during the 
preceding twelve month period, or (c) retired from all formats of international cricket, then 
his/her place in the NPP will be taken by the next most highly-ranked Player in the 
relevant category (this process will continue so that there are always eleven Players from 
each relevant NCF in the NPP). 

 
 

1B. Removal from the NPP  
 
The ICC will review the membership of the NPP at a minimum of every six (6) months to ensure 
that no Players are included in the NPP who no longer meet the criteria. Players in the NPP who 
meet the following criteria will be removed immediately: 
 
(a) If a Player selected in the NPP subsequently retires from all formats of the sport of cricket 

at international level he/she shall be removed from the NPP as from the date of his/her 
retirement. He/she shall not be replaced in the NPP until the next NPP Review Date. 

 
(b) If a Player selected in the NPP is subsequently put into the ICC IRTP or is already 

selected or subsequently selected for a National Registered Testing Pool. Then he/she 
shall be removed from the NPP as of that date and shall not be subject to the 
requirements of the NPP but instead shall be subject to the requirements of WADA’s 
international standard for Testing. However if he/she is subsequently removed from the 
IRTP or National Registered Testing Pool, he/she shall be included in the NPP from the 
date of such removal until the next NPP Review Date, at which point he/she shall only 
remain in the NPP if he/she meets the NPP criteria. 

 
 
 

IRTP Selection Criteria  
 
The IRTP is made up of those players meeting the criteria described below.  Any player selected in the 
IRTP will be notified of their inclusion by the ICC and will thereafter be required to comply with the 
whereabouts requirements set out in WADA’s International Standard for Testing, including in relation to 
the filing of accurate and complete information about the player’s whereabouts so that he/she can be 
located for testing during the relevant period. ICC will review the players in the IRTP on a monthly basis 
and will review the selection criteria on a regular basis to ensure that it remains fit for purpose. 
 
 
1A. Inclusion in the IRTP 

 
The ICC will review the membership of the IRTP no less than monthly, to ensure that all Players 
who meet the following criteria are included in the IRTP: 

 
(a) Any player who has been found to have committed an anti-doping rule violation, whether 

declared by the ICC under the ICC Code or by any other Anti-Doping Organisation with 
jurisdiction over the Player whose rules are consistent with the Code. 

 
(b) Any player in the NPP who has not during a continuous period of three months (a) played  

in either an International Match or a Domestic Match, (b) participated in a tour with a 
representative team of his NCF or (c) participated in at least two training sessions per 
week with a relevant team over a consecutive three week period  
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(c) Any player in the NPP who is declared to have committed three (3) NPP Player Violations 
within any twelve month period.  

 
 

1B. Removal from the IRTP  
 
The ICC will review the membership of the IRTP no less than monthly, to ensure that no Players 
are included in the IRTP who no longer meet the criteria. Players in the IRTP who meet the 
following criteria will be removed: 
 
(a) Any Player in the IRTP who has retired from all formats of the sport of cricket at 

international level in accordance with the ICC Code shall be removed from the IRTP as 
from the date of his/her retirement. 

 
(b) Any Player who is already selected or subsequently selected for a National Registered 

Testing Pool shall be removed from the IRTP as of that date and shall be subject, 
instead, to the requirements of WADA’s International Standard for Testing. 

 
(c) In the case of 1A(a), six (6) months after any period of Ineligibility imposed on the Player 

has expired, or (where no period of ineligibility was imposed on the Player) until he/she 
has been in the IRTP for six (6) months. 

 
(d) In the case of 1A(b), until the Player has (a) played  in either an International Match or a 

Domestic Match, (b) embarked on a tour with a representative team of his NCF or (c) 
participated in at least two training sessions per week with a relevant team over a 
consecutive three week period  
 

(d) In the case of 1A(c), until the Player has served a continuous period of three (3) months 
in the IRTP without committing any Filing Failures and/or Missed Tests. 

 
 
 
Further information about the IRTP, the NPP and full text of the ICC Code, the International Standard for 
Testing or the Whereabouts Requirements for Out-of-Competition Testing can be found on the anti-
doping section of the ICC website: www.icc-cricket.com.  
 
 
For any queries on the IRTP and the NPP selection criteria please contact: 
 
 

The ICC’s Anti-Doping Manager  Tel (switchboard): +971 4 382 8800 
International Cricket Council  Confidential anti-doping facsimile: +971 4 340 9336 
PO Box 500 070   Confidential anti-doping email: anti-doping@icc-cricket.com 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 

 

http://www.icc-cricket.com/
mailto:anti-doping@icc-cricket.com

